The 


REPORTER 


Zan Camscience’ Sake 


VOLUME XVII 


AUGUST, 


1961 NUMBER 8 





Donald Heath (left) and Karlo Forsberg converse after discharge from Army 
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Donald Heath and Karlo Forsberg Discharged from Army 


About four o'clock on the afternoon of July 
26, Donald Heath and Karlo Forsberg, both 
conscientious objectors and in Ft. Belvoir 
(Virginia) Stockade, were given "general dis- 
charge under honorable conditions'' from the 
Army. 

Heath was court-martialed at Ft. Belvoir 
on May 25 for refusal towearthe uniform. His 
refusalhad been preceded by successive deni- 
als of his applications for discharge from the 
Army on the ground that because of his con- 
science he was unable to take part in military 
training. He is a member of St. Paul's Meth- 
odist Church in San Bernardino, California. 

Forsberg was first court-martialed at Camp 
Zama, Japan, for refusing to obey an order. 
He had, also, made repeated applications for 


discharge fromthe Army because he could not 
in conscience bear arms or actively support 
the armed forces. He was transferred back to 
the U.S, A. and assigned to the Medical Com- 
pany, DeWitt Army Hospital, Ft. Belvoir. He 
is a member of the Roman Catholic faith from 
Lake Worth, Florida. 

Neither Heath nor Forsberg identified them- 
selves as conscientious objectors when they en- 
tered the service. Their beliefs did not jell 
until they were exposed to military discipline. 
These two cases reportedly have prompted the 
Army into re-studying its policy toward the dis- 
charge of conscientious objectors. The Navy 
and the Air Force have appropriate procedures 
whereby a bona fide conscientious objector may 
be discharged. 
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Congress Adopts President’s Recommendations 
on Military Defense 


Following his address to the nationon Tues- 
day, July 25, regarding the Berlin crisis, 
President Kennedy submitted requests to Con- 
gress for increased appropriations for defense 
and for authority to call up Reservists and to 
extend the period of service of persons now on 
active duty. 

The Senate and the House passed bills au- 
thorizing the following: 

l. Increased appropriations to the military 
services amounting to $958, 570, 000; 

2. The possible call up of 250,000 Ready 
Reservists; 

3. A possible twelve months extension of 
service for persons now onactive military duty. 


AUGUST DRAFT CALL INCREASED 


The Department of Defense has asked Selec- 
tive Service to increase the August draft call 
from 8,000to 13,000. The call for September 
is expected to be 20,000 or more. 


PROSPECTIVE DRAFT STATUS 


The bills passed by Congress authorize the 
total armed services strength of 2,743,000, 
which is 250,000 over the existing ceiling. 
About half of this increase will be in the Army. 
To accomplish this, draft calls will be stepped 


up to the extent that may be necessary to sup- 
plement the increases obtained by other means. 


SELECTIVE SERVICE INFORMATION 


Inquiries at the office of the Director of Sel- 
ective Service have yielded this information: 

1. The projected increase in draft calls 
will not likely have any drastic effect on cur- 
rent draft procedures. The additional number 
required should be very easily obtainable from 
the current list of non-fathers between the ages 
of 19 and 25, who have been classified I-A or 
I-A-Oand are found acceptable. It is expected 
that the draftwill notneed togo below age 22 in 
this "manpower pool" tomeet the armed serv- 
ices' requirements. 

2. Nochangeincurrent deferment policies 
is indicated. 

3. Thenew legislationdoes notaffect cur- 
rent alternate service requirements. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR SERVICE 


Aswe seeit now, no appreciable change af- 
fecting conscientious objector recognition or 
service requirements is indicated. 

The NSBRO office is maintaining close con- 
tact with the government agencies involved and 
will report any new developments. 


I-Ws Minister to Migrants 


FLORIDA 


At Osceola and Pahokee I-W men are assist- 
ing in the Brethren Service Commission mi- 
grant projects; and at Homestead and Immokalee 
I-Ws under the auspices of the Mennonite Lan- 
caster Conference are working with migrants. 
In addition to the I-W men, there are employed 
directors of the projects, wives and other vol- 
unteers. The projects in these four migrant 
camps cooperate closely with the Florida 
Christian Ministry to Migrants. 


Most ofthe migrant homes, as compared to 
American standards, are unstable, economi- 
cally poor, and usually notwell managed. The 
many children have few material things and few 
opportunities for recreation or for vocational 
training. Most of the children quit school as 
soon as the law allows. The migrants provide 
the labor in the fields, orchards, groves, pack- 
ing sheds, canneries, and plants where food is 
raisedand processed. Following sun and sea- 
son, they make home wherever the crop is ripe. 
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Some of the services which these I-Ws and 
the other volunteers provide include nurseries 
for the care of preschool children while the par- 
ents work; teenage clubs; Sunday Schools and 
worship services; Home Demonstration Clubs 
for the women; distribution of used clothing; 
wood shop training, crafts, recreation for 
school-age children; home visiting, counseling; 
referring needy people to agencies which can 
help them; giving relief in cases of emergency 
where no other agency can help; helping peo- 
ple find work; working with alcoholics and their 
families; helping local churches to understand 
migrants and to take them into their fellowships. 


CALIFORNIA 


I-Ws under the Brethren Service Commis- 
sionare working with migrants in California in 
cooperation with the California Migrant Minis- 
try Committee. In Corcoran, Mendota and oth- 
er areas, I-Ws and volunteers are doing sur- 
vey work, social welfare, recreation and club 
programs, as wellas bringinga religious min- 
istry to the migrant peoples. 

At Modesto and Fresno community service 
is maintained for the people of the area, many 
of whom are former migrant laborers seeking 
to establish more permanent roots. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


In Potter County, northern Pennsylvania, 
Mennonite I-W men serve in migrant ministry 
from July to September. Their work includes 
maintenance at the Child Care Center, painting 
slides and swings; conducting worship services; 
serving as club leaders; serving as coaches, 
umpires, or pitchers in baseball games, and big 
brothers to little ones who need them. These 
men learn the problems of the migrant by ex- 
perience--working in a packing house them- 
selves, or getting out in the field and picking 
beans. 


THE MIGRANT MINISTRY 


In the migrant projects, as in other work 
where conscientious objectors serve, most im- 
portant is the witness they give by the attitude 
in which they serve, and by the love they show 
each person they contact. 

Julian Griggs, director of the Brethren 
Service Osceola (Florida) Project and former 
CPS man, recently stated: "This is a thrilling 
time to be in migrant work. The slow wheels 
of democracy are beginning to turn, and jus- 
tice must come to these forgotten Americans 
whom progress and prosperity have bypassed. "' 


Recent Court Cases 
ROBERT B. MYERS, ATTORNEY-ADVISOR 


Attorney J. B. Tietz of Los Angeles is mak- 
ing an all-out effort to get favorable Court con- 
sideration for Messrs. Gallegos, Johnson and 
Taylor (See The Reporter for March 1961.) 

At this point of time in the cases, the three 
registrants have beentried and convicted; they 
have appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals and lost; they have sought a new trial on 
the ground of newly discovered evidence and 
lost; and they are now appealing again to the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The particular point being litigated is that 
each registrant was classified I-O but had had 
no physical examination within 120 days of as- 
signment toI-W work. Asa matterof fact, one 
of them had had his only pre-physical exami- 
nation nearly six years before assignment. 

In the first appeal, the Court ruled that the 
registrants had shown no prejudice by reason 
of the lack of physical examinations. 

In the present appeal, Attorney Tietz seeks 
to show that prejudice is readily apparent and 
that the Court should take judicial notice of it. 
Further, Attorney Tietz has discovered Selec- 
tive Service had officially interpreted its reg- 
ulations as requiring that ALL registrants, 
whether I-A, I-A-O or I-O, must have a pre- 
induction physical examination within 120 days 
of induction. 





Reunions and Meetings of COs 


We have received information of a reunion 
of Conscientious Objectors of World War I at 
Black Rock Retreat, four miles south of 
Quarryville, Pennsylvania, on Sunday, Au- 
gust 13. 

* x * 

A CPS reunion and meeting of I-Ws and con- 
scientious objectors will be heldat the Brethren 
Service Center, New Windsor, Maryland, Au- 
gust 20, beginning with the noon meal at 12:00. 

Ralph E. Smeltzer of Elgin, Illinois will be 
the speaker. 

* * a 

A meeting of conscientious objectors to all 
wars will be held at the Fairview Church of the 
Brethren near Harrisonburg, Virginia, all day, 
Sunday, August 20, with a basket lunch at noon. 
John Eberly of New Windsor, Maryland, will 
speak. 





News Briefs 


In its 54th annual meeting in Portland, Or- 
egon, the American Baptist Convention reaf- 
firmed "support of freedom of conscience for 
persons who choose to serve in the military 
service or to go on record as conscientious 
objectors. "' 

* x a 

The General Synod of the United Church of 
Christ on July 7, 1961, adopted a resolution 
supporting the right of conscientious objection: 
", . . Be it Resolved that the General Synod of 
the United Churchof Christaffirm its recogni- 
tion of the right of conscientious objection to 
participation inor supportofwar, extend moral 
and spiritual support to the members of its con- 
stituent congregations who for conscience' sake 
seek exemption from military service and elect 
the alternative ofciviliannational service pro- 
vided in the law, call upon its pastors and con- 
gregations to hold closely within the fellowship 
of the church those who take this position, and 
charge the Council for Christian Social Action 
to provide such information and assistance as 
may be desirable and necessary to aid such 
conscientious objectors in the enjoyment of 
their rights and in the fulfillment of their re- 
sponsibilities.'' Thus the status of conscien- 
tious objectors has been established and con- 
cern for them specifically expressed by the 
United Church as wellas by the two predeces- 
sor denominations. 

> * ok 

The Minister of Defence in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Harold Watkinson, was asked by 
Fenner Brockway, MP, if he would arrange 
that servicemenabroad who disobey orders on 
conscientious grounds should have the same op- 


portunity as servicemen at home of appearing 
before a tribunal after serving three months' 
imprisonment. The Minister replied: 'It has 
been agreed that the present arrangements un- 
der which servicemen who commit offences on 
grounds of conscience in this country are al- 
lowed to appear before the Appellate Tribunal 
shall be extended, subjeot to Service require- 
ments, to men serving overseas. Detailed in- 
structions for giving effect to this decision are 
being worked out."' In regard to service re- 
quirements, he declined tocommit himself but 
further added; "I am naturally anxious to make 
this work efficiently and ensure that men who 
wish to appeal toa tribunal are able to do so. "' 
From Peace News. 


Lit Briefs 


Questions and Answers on the Classification 





and Assignment of Conscientious Objectors is 
now available in a revised edition. This book- 
let states the questions which we have received 
most frequently from conscientious objectors 
and gives the answers which are applicable to- 
day. Issuedfirstin 1952, this booklethas been 
revised and reprinted several times. We are 
confident that it will be a helpful and reliable 
source of information to all who, for con- 
science' sake, must abstain from military 
service. Single copy, 25 cents; special price 
for quantity orders. 
* * * 

The pamphlet, Chaplain's Guide to Consci- 
entious Objectors in the Armed Forces, has 
been revised and reprinted by the Central Com- 
mittee for Conscientious Objectors and the Na- 
tional Service Board for Religious Objectors. 
Single copy, 5 cents. 
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